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EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: GATT ETRD IT SF GR 

SUBJECT: GATT REVIEW OF IMPORT/PRIOR DEPOSIT SCHEMES OF SOUTH 
AFRICA AND ITALY 

REF: STATE 2231 15 

SUBSTANCE OF REFTEL WAS CONVEYED TO GOG MINISTRY OF COORDINATION 
OFFICIAL IN CHARGE OF GATT AFFAIRS WHO REPORTED THAT 
GREECE WILL NOT PARTICIPATE ACTIVELY IN DISCUSSIONS ON BALANCE 
OF PAYMENTS COMMITTEE REVIEW AT SEP 17 MEETING. ALTHOUGH 
GOG SUPPORTS, IN PRINCIPLE, THE LIMITATION OF TRADE RESTRICTING 
MEASURES TAKEN FOR BALANCE OF PAYMENTS REASONS, GREECE HAS 
AT TIMES BEEN FORCED TO TAKE SOME MEASURES AND THEREFORE DOES 
NOT WISH TO POINT A FINGER AT OTHERS. IN VOTING, GREECE 
WILL MOST PROBABLY FOLLOW THE EC POSITION. IF THE EC DOES 
NOT OPPOSE BALANCE OF PAYMENTS COMMITTEE REVIEW OF ITALIAN 
MEASURES, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT GOG WOULD. 
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